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ANNOUNCEMENTSThe American Association for
Thoracic Surgery
AATS 93rd Annual Meeting
May 4-8, 2013
Minneapolis Convention Center
Minneapolis, MN
Join the AATS in Minneapolis!
This robust, high-quality five-day program, chaired by Hart-
zell V. Schaff, MD, of Mayo Clinic, is designed with a pri-
mary focus on delivering cutting-edge education to improve
cardiothoracic surgical practice. Gather with the world’s
leading scientists and medical professionals in the specialty
at this premier continuing medical education event.
New this Year!
 AATS Learning Center featuring cutting edge Case
Videos of novel procedures and surgical techniques.
 Audience Response Systems and Live Polling during
the full-day Skills & Decision-Making Courses and
Sunday Postgraduate Symposia
 Workingwith Industry bringing a new dimension to the
working relationshipwith industry partners at all levels.
 Resident Poster Competition
 TAVI Suite in addition to the Operating Room of the
Future and ICU
 ‘‘Social Media and Medicine’’ Presentation by Lee
Aase, Mayo Clinic Center for Social Media
 ‘‘The Price of Innovation’’ Luncheon Symposium by
Albert Starr, MD, Professor of Surgery, Distinguished
Professor of CardiovascularMedicine, Oregon Health
and Science University (OHSU), Portland, Oregon
 AATSAttendee Reception at Target Field on Tuesday,
May 7, 2013, enjoy live entertainment, beer tasting,
and ballpark tours.
View the full Saturday & Sunday Course Schedules at:
www.aats.org/annualmeeting
Registration & Housing Now Available!
AATS Members and trainees receive complimentary
Annual Meeting registration.
Nonmember Physician Registration Package
Save 20%
Nonmembers Physicians who register for the Annual Meet-
ing, (1) Saturday Skills Course, and (1) Sunday Symposium
will receive a 20% discount off their total registration fees.
Onsite fees will apply on or after March 30, 2013.
AATS Allied Health Personnel Programs
Allied Health Registration Package
Save Over 40%
The Allied Health Package includes the Allied Health
Symposium on Saturday, May 4, 2013, and (1) Sympo-618 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgsium on Sunday, May 5, 2013, in addition to the Annual
Meeting (Monday May 6, 2013, through Wednesday,
May 8, 2013) for $275. On or after March 30, 2013, the
price is $375.
Featured Programs for Allied Health Professionals
Attend the AATS Annual Meeting and benefit from the ed-
ucational and networking opportunities including:
 Full-day Allied Health Personnel Symposium
 AATS/STS Cardiothoracic Critical Care Symposium
 ICU of the Future located in the Exhibit Hall
View the full Saturday & Sunday Course Schedules at:
www.aats.org/annualmeeting
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is ac-
credited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Med-
ical Education to provide continuing medical education for
physicians.
This live activity has been approved for AMA PRA Cate-
gory 1 Credit(s)
Nursing
This programwill be submitted to the American Academy of
Nurse Practitioners (AANP) for continuing education credit.
Perfusion
This program will be submitted to the American Board of
Cardiovascular Perfusion (ABCP) for continuing education
credit.
Physician Assistant
Conference organizers plan to request AAPA Category 1
CME credit from the Physician Assistant Review Panel.
Total number of approved credits yet to be determined.2013 AATS Mitral Conclave
Decision Making, Outcomes, & Surgical Video Sessions,
www.aats.org/mitral
PROGRAM DIRECTOR
David H. Adams
PROGRAM COMMITTEE
Anelechi C. Anyanwu
Michael A. Borger
Pedro J. del Nido
Robert J. M. Klautz
Irving L. Kron
Tomislav Mihaljevic
D. Craig Miller
The 2013 AATS Mitral Conclave will bring the world’s
leading figures in mitral valve disease together for two
days to discuss the latest information regarding manage-
ment guidelines, imaging, pathology, minimally invasiveery c February 2013
Announcementsapproaches, percutaneous approaches, surgical techniques,
devices, and long-term results. Faculty presentations of
the latest available data, techniques, and state-of-the-art
reviews will be supplemented by abstract and video
presentations selected by the program committee from
submitted original work. Selected manuscripts from ac-
cepted presentations will be considered for publication
in a supplement to The Journal of Thoracic and Cardio-
vascular Surgery.
On behalf of the Program Committee, we invite you to sub-
mit your abstract and video for consideration to the 2013
AATS Mitral Conclave. Abstracts are limited to 450 words.
You may use ONE image OR ONE table within your ab-
stract, which will NOT deduct from the word count.
Accepting Abstracts and Videos in the following
categories:
 Degenerative Valve Disease
 Mitral Regurgitation in Heart Failure
 Ischemic Mitral Regurgitation
 Rheumatic Mitral Valve Disease
 Mitral Valve Endocarditis
 Congenital Mitral Valve Disease
 Other Mitral Valve DiseaseThe Journal of Thoracic and Ca Repair Techniques & Strategies
 Mitral Valve Replacement
 Long Term Outcomes
 AFib in Mitral Valve Disease
 Tricuspid Valve Disease
Video Submissions
If submitting a video, you MUST submit an abstract via
the abstract submission site. All submissions must in-
clude an abstract with a maximum of 450 words. Videos
may not exceed 5 minutes in length. Complete submis-
sion guidelines can be found online at www.aats.org/
mitral.
Accreditation
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is ac-
credited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Med-
ical Education to provide continuing medical education for
physicians.
This activity has been approved for AMA PRACategory 1
Credits.
For more information on the 2013 AATS Mitral Conclave,
or on submitting and abstract/video for consideration,
please contact mitral@aats.org or visit www.aats.org/
mitral.The Western Thoracic Surgical
Association
Applications for Membership
The WTSA Application for Membership is now online
and must be submitted electronically. A candidate’s appli-
cation must include the following uploads: a photo, a com-
plete curriculum vitae with bibliography, and the 3 mostsignificant articles that s/he personally wrote. The candi-
dates electronic membership application must be com-
pleted and submitted online by March 1, 2013, and all
support letters uploaded by that candidates sponsors by
March 31, 2013, in order for the candidate to be consid-
ered for election to membership at the 2013 Annual Meet-
ing. Visit the WTSA Web site at www.westernthoracic.org
to read membership eligibility requirements and to initiate
an online application.The American Board of
Thoracic Surgery
Notices
The part I (written) examination was held on December 3. It
is planned that this examination will be given at multiple
sites throughout the United States using an electronic
format. The closing date for registration is August 1 each
year. Those wishing to be considered for examination
must apply online at www.abts.org.
To be admissible for the Part II (oral) examination,
a candidate must have successfully completed the Part I
(written) examination.
A candidate applying for admission to the certifying
examination must fulfill all the requirements of the
Board in force at the time the application is received.Please address all communications to the American
Board of Thoracic Surgery, 633 North St Clair Street,
Suite 2320, Chicago, IL 60611 (telephone: 312-202-
5900).Requirements for Maintenance of Certification
Diplomates of the American Board of Thoracic Surgery
(ABTS) who plan to participate in the Maintenance of
Certification (MOC) process must hold an unrestricted med-
ical license in the locale of their practice and privileges in
a hospital accredited by the JCAHO (or other organization
recognized by the ABTS). In addition, a valid ABTS certif-
icate is an absolute requirement for entrance into the Main-
tenance of Certification process. If your certificate has
expired, the only pathway for renewal of a certificate is tordiovascular Surgery c Volume 145, Number 2 619
